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Little Levels Academy was established in. 1842 under

charter granted by the State of Virginia. The incorporators

were T051ah Beard, S. D. Poage, gamuel Mathews, James Lewlis,
Moses Poage, John Hill, Thomas Hill, James Miller and Rlchard
Yolieel. The firet Principal was Rev. Joseph Brown, who served
seven yvears. He was succeeded by Rev. M. D. Dunlap who remained
at the head of the institution for eleven years, until 1860;

(Civil) |
when the war/came on and the school closed. The school was

galn before the end of the war.

nis was the first school of high order in the Countiy,
and 1t left its impress upon the educational interest of the
vounty. In 1865 the county purchased the building and it was

°r public schools from 1870 throughout the elghties.

~2Ige coniributions from the citizens ang % ne public school
Y 2galn made it a school of high order for boys—-combined
ol Tage I

- J " _: ! -
1 o A
&l i s 2 e L f-J T M

emeént f the M -
01 1he lethodist Church, known as Hillsboro

y 2180 ag Little Levels Seminary. The teachers in the

01 were Migs Lizzie Gibs " St
+12zZl1le Gibson, of Staunton, Va, Princips

nrietta Goldman s Mlss

) u aih
1\ i
' i 1
% 1 l( lT\n ,
o k& LOoro » W\ \'ﬂ
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The old brick Academy was torn down and a new frame

building took its place. The building had siX rooms. Prof.

c. A . Brown of Virginia, Principal, who was regarded DY

Vo
the people as an excellent teacher. Both boys ana girls

went to the same schooi, and the little town of Hillsboro
and the farm homes were filled with boarders.

The frame building was finally set aside and a hand-
some brick high school building known as the Hillsboro Hign
School was built, and later a large gray brick building for

the grades. » The grounds of these handsome buildings opén

U4

on the Seneca Trail State Road. Large school buses trans-

port the students for miles in every direction. The school

L

is equipped with modern equipment. Thne teachers are Prof.

renk K. Johnson, of Virginia, Miss Brake of Ohio, Miss

Helen Smith, Marlinton and Alexander Mclaughlin, of Hillsboro.
The county has good schools for the negroes. The Board

0f Education employs good teachers for the negroes and they

Are doilng good work.

-

-

‘ne little Wnite Pole Church mentionegd elsewhere was

~h€ 1iret Church built in Little Levels District. The &0 W-
g need of a larpe Church was see ] Nat] ] i
| 8 s8€en winen Nathaniel Kennison

4114 anm W awven 4 oy - . &
i1lliam rennison gave a lot in the eastern part of the

" NLLILEDOTYO fOr 1 - T 1 ‘
J ' a new Church. Soon a fine Churach with
sl ll.'.. ti :‘1 _‘_t_*:;{'jfa.l £ WHE £ el - Ya bk > 7 J
8 was erected. 'he members of
1 i } i Shal el d B0 Tehal T « T :

' wransferred thelr records to Wesley

& 1 r 38 nNiew Unurehn L nnv
K =04y noted preacheras proclaimed

' =S d 20 TLAT Chured A ¢ v
‘:'".." 2 : & @ 4N ..'-ii_.:.- l. {"_'. t. .[_ flt\ll"l_i Fi ;:}1{?1{:}

=N
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Jamee Lewis & wife

ca
smong the noted supporters of this.Church were/Joseph (Rebec

neard, Mattie Beard, Joel Hill, Rebecca Hill, Thomas Hill

-, 3 n_
and Annie Hill, William Kennison ana Nancy Kennlson, Natha
iel Kennison and wife, Samuel Auldridge and wife Susan.
Among the younger members who loved this Church were€ the

1ate R. W. Hill and Margaret Hidl, father and mother of the
late Hon. Frank Raymond Hill, George R. Curry, William
Clendenen, George Hill.

The first Pres'byterian Church t/w!(s organized within
the present limits of the county was known as Oak Grove
Precsbyterian Church on the Little Levels in the year 1/793.
For a period of thirty seven years after 1Ts organization
it had neither pastor nor stated supply. The only preaching
being by ¥inisters from distant fields who <visited tnls
rountain section. Rev. John McCue was the first Minister.
Lfter him came 1Y Loomis. He was succeeded by the celebrated
Jonn McElheny, D. D. who preached for many years at the Oak
murch and did much in securing its permanency.

In the year 1830 this Church was reorganized by Rev.

L. OGranham and at the time numbered but nine members, in-
ur deacons, wno were Josklah Beard, George Poage,

+ordan and S. D. Poage. Mr. Graham was pastor of this

or tnirty nine
i & ik a3 e i il 8y Ba & 9

yeare wnhen he was succeeded by Rev.<Z- -

piaine, then by Rev'e 8. Cunninchs wa T 4
, . DY vie. D. 8. Cunningham, William Brown,

m, X. D. Dunlap and D. 8. Svdenc=triaoks
p a + V. DYdOnairicker. Oak Grove

s wmiNa Peam U9 . ¥ .
ne mll fom Rlillaboro, buillt of an excellent

!.ll . " - 5
&, DATINE the vears O l1E {0 ang 1&7!
\ . % I }, Llle
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Church was moved to Hillsboro and a large frame Ohurch

was built, with a basement for Sunday School rooms aljﬁM

was bullt with the bricks of the 0ld Church. About thirty
years ago the frame Church gave ifx place to a modern new
brick Church. Rev. J. C. Johnson was pastor oi the New
Church for a number of years--then Rev. Randolph Adkison
ana ndw Rev.Marlin‘B. Curry. .

An 0ld and honored ruling elder in this Presbyterilan
Church is Mathew John McKeel, aged 92 yeafs. He is still
an active elder and has served the three Churches. He 1s
regarded as a p,é&lar of old Oak Grove Presbyterian Church.

Mathew Lee Beard, aged 84 years is another honored
elder. He has been faithful in his services as ruling elder

and a pillar in this Church. These old elders are loved

and bonored by the entire congregation.

Hillg OCreek Falls

illls Creek Falls is one of the most wonderful

nailural curiosities of Pocahontas County. Wwe travel into

-

e neart of the Mountains to see these falls, yet the

- ,".. -

veén fails to give adequate description of the manner in

wiich the water falls over the rocks. It is an hours climb

‘t vhe mountaln to the lower or main fall which is

T
{

I0p of seventy feet, the water being transformed into
& spray

“efore it rescher the bottom.x%xoxt
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yards abové id the second fall, where the water has 2 drop

of thirty five feet, and two hundred yards beyond 18 the

+hird fall which has a drop of forily feet.

Hills Creek is a wonderful stream 1in southern roca~

- 3 ot
nontas, fifteen yerds in width. 1t disapyearslat the fo

of Droop Mountailn and has an under ground passage undgr

miles, when 1%

p A"
s called Locust Creekfor/ about TWO

thig tremendous mountain for about four

- -miles
emerges, and 1

' ] ] visit
~shere it enters Greenbrier River. Large partles

Another scene that cannot be described but must be

een to be aporeciated, is the sunrise from top of Droopilng

iy
—
— -

1

.ountain We will give it as described by two minilsters,
ik, .3'.:‘-1-4; B
xho were on top of this qountain to see nature in her great

1 o 1 ‘5
peauty DrooDing'Mountaln overlooks much of southern Foca

wontas and commands an entrancing view of Hillsboro and
...*';:: - S E - s ¥ .

ings e ield and orchard.
its charming rural surroundings of grove, 1

. . . . . :
glowly ascended.the'broad winding road up the mountaln

:'ﬁ fr
-

{Ae toward the summit. fheir view on every hand was shut
208 VOWG

S R i

el 5
"" - -

f”,.)% dence misty barriers. Upon reaching the crest of

'ne mountain, the sun was se€eén in all its glorious power and
v & WMOUT ’ e K 2

BY. i.%
- *_T.J..h '

rendy to roll away the mists that were over the hills,

+he streams, keepling them from view. The scene

= b . 2
A ARLOC

was one of adoration and awe. Words could not fitly express

ihe soens. The radiant power of the sun had come and was

working siracles. The surface of the vast elmud‘beneath‘began
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Bl

to rise and roll like waves and as one would tower above
others near, it seemed to draw them along, till all had

vanished in upward viewless flight.

Drops of dissolving mist were on the leaves like
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Marlmton Vlsﬂed By .
Early Mornmg Flre s 3

Piff.-r Metor Company Garage
5 Suffers Damage
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'Last Tuesday mmmn‘g whf-n the!
early risers were huilding their fires' e
and the night owls were just getting

to sleep the frosty air was split by s
the heart catching wail of the fire s
siren, A

The siren called at about 5:20 a.’

m. and the fire fichters were on The"} ;
Job in a few minutes and ‘Yfound!
that the blaze was just: two doors’
from the fire house, at . Pifer’s

Garage.  © & . o K
y.Without losing  any time the!
smoke eaters_ unreeled their hose:
and ‘soon -had a stream of Marlin-
11011'5 nauseating water on the blaze
JIt looked for a while like the barber | /7 3
shop of Frank Moore and the Fire Calvin Price Talks On !
f |
“3

House were also doomed but there
1S evidently something in our evil
smelling water that is death on fire!
for the boys soon had the inferno
calmed down and after a three hour
fight in freezing weather fin: 1y 11111
the blackout on.the insur: incée man’s
nightmare,

Nationwide Hookup

Last Tuesday night the names 0[‘
Marlinton and the Greenbrier. 11#01*"" 3
were - heard from coast to coast of,
our land as Calvin 'W. Price, editor "
of the Pocahontas Times, spoke nver%
the nationwide hookup of the “We
The People” program.

Editor Price is to be congrat-
ulated on being ¢hosen to speak
l(‘l‘stl the alr on this program as it 15

|
one of the most popular on the net-
works,

It is thought that the fire was |
'L'zm:-:t‘d by defective wiring in the
building, :

Due to the prompt and effective | l
efforts of the local fire company
{ damage was limited to tha, balconv
and roof of the old Opera ]Im::&l_i
building. The amount of the 11:1[;1:1;_1‘13.
has been estimated af about $4,000
part of whit'hrir: accounted for by
parts stored on the balcony by the
gFarage, ,

There were quite a few .'mtumn-!
Liles stored In the Ldrapge at ﬂiu
time of the fire but with the help of
the firemen and other oitiy ‘ens they

were all removed bhe ful{‘ they were
damnged, | Ry

-.'“-I

‘L*’-.#hﬂ'

While thig wne one of the most I; J o' £ | : b« &6
"pectacular  fires  that hag visited! | £
Marlinton N some time 1 Could | {TI
LY Cauned many times the dan | I LA | I *
N did h':Hi it mot been tor the pood |
#ork of the lo nl fire 1-.=!t|]u|;t,-*“”-l
der the Jesdership  of Fire Chiog
i[-;_t.; Uverholt, and the entire com

AAR'E '115} W EN t'-’.* i 1::*1'5 3] 1!:'!1! ”r'
Fralitud, F st | )

prRIsYeNe J0 I Prompt, eMel, nt / ‘ b ¥ / 3
BEw rYy . - J{ : i_ ; L i F

e : . ¢ € - - B
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Marlintonl Laundry Victim
'Of Early Morning Fire

gy = 2 WET

|  The wailing of the fire siren an-

nounced to residents of Marlinton

1that the Demon Fire had once more
picked out a local building for it’s
victim at 12:30 this morning.

t—The fire; which evidemtly “started’
at the southern, or laundry, ¢nd of |
the building, spread rapldh on ac-

count of the high w ind prevailing at |
'the time The frame building burned
;quit-k]_v and it was evident by the
'time the fire truck reached the
<cene that it would be impossible to |
save it. Firemen therefore concen—i
trated their efforts on holding Lh{.,i|
fire in check and thus reduce the

possibility of the flames spreading
to other buildings Fortunately there
arc® no buildings mnear the laundry

and this helped to check the possible

'1oss.

The northern end of the building
was fitted up for light housekeeping
and was occupled by Mr and Mrs.
Earl Price and three other people
whose name could not be learned
immediately. The house furnishings
of these people werez mostly all
damaged or destroyed before the
fire was extinguished. Volunteers
succeeded In saving a few pieces of

furniture but the iIntense'  smoke
kept them from venturing into the

building for more than a few sec-

nds at a tims i
Mrs., W. J. Yeager was the pPro-

prietor of the laundry which occu-

pied the largest part of the build-

ing and the building itself was
ned by Mr Hubert Echols., It
uid not be ascertained thie maorn-

Bether oy 1O nany | 1)

——— e T .




